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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

OCTOBER 26th  – FOURTH SUNDAY

NOVEMBER-  PET EXPO NO MEETING
DECEMBER 21ST  - THIRD SUNDAY
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

· Non-perishable food contributions to local soup kitchens

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


email – sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary – Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email –basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 
           Susan Dixon 248-330-6938
            Email- mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com

Mary Perva – 734-207-0489
            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one. 
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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The Rainbow Bridge


Sadly we must report yet another loss of two feathered club members; Sky a blue Quaker and Charlie a Moluccan Cockatoo both who were owned by Dave and Tammy  crossed over the rainbow bridge. Both of their crossings were sudden and unexpected, as of this writing there has been no determination on the cause of their passing. 


To Charlie and Sky we say farewell and forever may you fly free on the far side of the rainbow bridge.  You will both always be loved and remembered. 
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From the prez:
So where did summer go it seems to go faster every year and now we are looking toward fall and our last big event the Novi Pet Expo.  Before that though we did many other events through the summer that we did have a lot of fun at.  That is what people notice the most how much fun we have as a group it makes a big impression on everyone.  We even did a new event Critter Care put on by the Redford Jaycees unfortunately Mother Nature did not cooperate.  It was a little chilly but still in our own way we had fun and are looking forward to next year.  The Guardians for Animals Pet Expo was a great event and Captain Morgan even won the Pet talent contest on Saturday.  We made some very good connections and the crowd loved us.  Now we must focus on the Novi Pet expo the 21-22-23 of November and we need all the help we can get!  Set-up will be Thursday November 20 at 9:00 A.M. at the Suburban Collection Showcase then it runs Friday, Saturday and Sunday times are in the newsletter.  Please sign up if you intend to join us so we can get you a parking pass and put you on the list so you can get in as a vendor.  This is so very important so please let us know if you are going to be there.  We are looking at the end of another year and as usual it has been a busy one and it doesn’t look to slow down for next year either.  I know that we will continue to do great things because of the type of members we have in the club.  So remember to sign up for the pet expo or call me or Tammy to let us know if you intend on being there.  Let us continue to have fun and keep growing like we have been and as always, YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!

                                 Until Next Time

                                  Your Prez Dave
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       Voice of the Veep
September was an absolutely insane month for shows.  We hosted eight senior shows, attended two outdoor pet adoption events, one two day indoor adoption event and the Canary & Finch bird show.  If you add these shows and events up the number is thirteen and that is only two days short of having an event every other day for the entire month.  I want to thank everyone who helps out at these events and shows by donating their time and helping out.  The donations we receive by attending and staging these shows is extremely helpful in funding and supporting our rescue.


Our next big event is rapidly approaching; that’s the Pet Expo at the Suburban Showcase in Novi.  We are expecting this year’s expo to be extremely busy because of the special guest they have this year: Victoria Stilwell from the Animal Planet television show is going to be there on Friday and Saturday.  She was last at the Expo about four or five years ago and the spill over crowds from her popularity spilled into our booth big time that year.  We want to encourage everyone to consider attending and helping us out.  We will have extra perches if you want to bring your feathered friend but even if you can’t bring your bird don’t worry your help is welcome.  There will be a need for members to welcome and talk to patrons and help handle and watch birds for us.  We also can use some help on Thursday morning November 20th the day before the Expo to set up our display.  We will be meeting at the church about 7:45 AM (I think) to move tables out of the basement and into Brent’s pick-up then take them to the expo location in Novi and set up our display.  There will also be a need for help Sunday night after the expo ends to help tear down the display and return the tables to the church basement.  If you can assist with set-up please feel free to call me, Steve, at home (734-513-0030) for a confirmation of the exact times. 

        Your Veep 

                                              Steve
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Out and About with Pookie
It is an established fact and very well documented that foraging is beneficial to all companion parrots.  Unfortunately most companion parrots are not aware of the benefits of foraging for companion humans and it is up to us to initiate this behavior in our humans.


How this is actually accomplished is predicated upon the motivation level of the companion human that you live with.  I will speak of our human who happens to be a type “L” companion human.  What is considered a type “L” human?  One that is lazy, un-motivated and selfish.  They are more willing to lie upon the sofa and watch TV than make bird toys and share food.  I know this because we live with one.  Steve is a classic sloth he would rather watch television than take us to the park.  He would rather snack on pretzels than eat a salad.  If you live with a companion human like this, don’t despair.  There is hope for them all you have to do is follow the example of what we have done at our home.


First; we have dramatically increased Steve’s need to forage just before he leaves the house.  No we’re not making him forage for food we’re forcing him to forage for parrots.  When we see that he is preparing to depart all of us Sparky, JB, Calvin, Misimo and I hide.  JB and Calvin duck into the back room where the foster birds are; I run into Steve’s bedroom and hide under his bed or dresser; Misimo scampers under one of our cages and refuses to come out.  This may not seem like much but when Steve is short on time forcing him to run around the house in a panic looking for all of us can produce quite a sweat on his forehead.  If we can conceal ourselves effectively Steve might even run up and down the stairs to the basement a few times.  This process stimulates not only his mind but provides him with needed exercise.


 Secondly; we have increased our interference with Steve’s culinary habits by inviting ourselves to share in his dinners and snacks.  We nip at his toes, climb up his leg, pull the towel off the foot stool his meal is sitting on or just sit on the edge of his plate.  Doing any or all of these distractions may not be classified as foraging but the end result is the same.  He spends less time eating and more time sharing with us and chasing his meal around the family room.

                                    Until next month

                                  Chirps and Squawks

                                              Pookie
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PET EXPO

Here is tentative Pet Expo information; the hours are as follows:

Friday, November 21st, Noon - 8pm

Saturday, November 22nd, 10am - 8pm Sunday, November 23rd 11am-5pm

The Suburban Showcase has the operation of the pet expo again this year.  Our club has been given the same generous space that we had last year and vendor badges will be available same as last year.  We do know that no birds will be allowed through the front door; if your bird is going to attend we must get you a pass to enter in the rear doors.  This can be accomplished in multiple ways; 1) Be sure to wear your club badge 2) Go to the vendor desk at the rear doors to either receive a vendor badge or to be allowed access to our booth to receive a badge. 3) Call Dave, Tammy or me on our cell phones to bring you a badge. 

 The club will be getting parking passes for you if you have signed up to work.  If you are scheduled to work and have to pay an admission to enter or park your car keep your receipts and the club will refund your admission and parking fees.  YOU MUST HAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!  Entrance to the expo as a club member means you plan on working at least three hours at our booth.  If you intend to shop and look around plan on arriving early or staying over after your scheduled work times please.
If you signed up to work and haven’t heard any details feel free to call Tammy 734-422-5981 or Steve 734-513-0030 for last minute information

For those of you who want to look around at the Expo, you can come early or stay after your scheduled time.  The schedule will be as follows; Set-up is Thursday 9am-6pm, we will be arriving at the church to move tables into our vehicles about 7:45 AM then to Suburban Showcase at 9am to set up. Friday’s show schedule is: Noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm, 6pm-8pm, Saturday’s schedule is 11am – noon, noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm and 6pm to 8pm.  Sunday’s schedule is 11am-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-5pm, and after the expo closes we will need help to clear out our space and return the tables to the church. 

                                                Tammy

!!!!IMPORANT NOTE!!!!

Please remember if you plan on working you have to sign up or let Tammy know.  She needs to know as soon as possible to put your name on the list so you may enter through the rear door and she can get you a parking pass.  
           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image6.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
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LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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



                                          


Our story has the Rangers going to a place they have been many times before and that is a place known as Redford Township (Ranger Dave’s place of his childhood).  They were called to pick up a very grouchy Blue Front Amazon named Oscar.  Now we can not confuse this Oscar with another Famous grouchy Oscar who lives on Sesame Street no there was no Big Bird or any other characters from that well known street just a cranky Amazon.  The Rangers arrived at Oscars residence and found exactly as was described to them one very grumpy Amazon.  When Ranger Dave went over to talk to him he tried to tear his face off through the cage bars.  Oh joy they thought, he will be a hard cookie to crack let alone adopt what are we going to do?  Well the owners were more than relieved to have Oscar going out of their humble abode into Rangers Dave’s.  Ranger Steve was relieved as well.  So off to the foster home grumpy Oscar went.  After a few days a change came over Oscar he calmed down (no nobody slipped him a Mickey or drugged him) it seemed there was way too much activity in the house with a dog and kids zooming around all the time that would make me grumpy.  He still was not the friendliest of birds but at least he stopped trying to rip someone’s face off.  Just when they thought the prospect of a forever home were fading for this poor guy a miracle happened and a gentleman wanted to meet Oscar.  Then as Oscar met his potential new parrot parent the second miracle happened he seemed to actually like this gentleman and he couldn’t wait to take Oscar home.  It was in his new home it was discovered that Oscar had a rather large vocabulary and was quite the clown.  He also took to his new parrot parent and was soon stepping up for him and riding around on his shoulder.  This proves that the right person with patience can turn a grouch into a sweetie pie.  What a great life for the Amazon once known as Oscar the Grouch and what a great ending to this adventure.  Still there are many more Oscars out there that need the Rangers help but they will be ready for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!

Don’t go away stay right where you are and wait for our next thrilling adventure A Redhead Named Percy!
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RESCUE   UPDATE
 The adoption side of the rescue saw a lot of activity last month.  We adopted five birds to new homes; Mickey a Congo African Grey, Gemini a Jenday Conure, Grayson an Indian Ringneck, Cookie a Goffin Cockatoo and Annie a Cockatiel went to new forever homes.  They all went to their new homes with cages, toys and food.

 Again we want to extend our “THANKS” to you, our club members for your generous donations and participation in our monthly raffles.  It is your generosity that makes our rescue the success that it is.  Thank You!
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Odds and ends
· The gifts for our Christmas exchange should have a $5 maximum.  Now’s when the bargains are if you want to start looking around for items.
· Start asking businesses for donations for our raffle tables for the bird fair.  They do not need to be bird related.
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OH BABY? 
 There are times that amaze you, scare you, exhaust you and sometimes leave you shocked beyond words.  This happens to be one of those shocking ones.  It was Saturday at the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival this past August and things were going like they always do, crazy.  Little did we know they would go beyond crazy to absolutely mind boggling.  A young woman carrying a baby excitedly ran up to our booth and was totally captivated by all the parrots there but one in particular caught her attention.  That was Captain Morgan the Blue and Gold Macaw.  She wanted to hold him so badly that she did the hand off of the baby to me and took Captain Morgan on her arm.  Now I (Dave) am left holding the baby while she was holding the Macaw.  The look of total shock could be seen on my face from Pluto and Steve so wished he had a video camera at that moment to capture the look of surprise on my face.  So I am now holding this baby, me a total stranger, a person she has never met until now and she is now trusting me with her baby.  The kicker was that the baby’s uncle was standing right behind her!  It was alright the baby really liked me (kid has good taste) and did not start to cry until the uncle took him from me.  She was happy beyond words; the baby not so much until she took him from the uncle and I was happy I did not drop the baby (I mean if you saw how she handed him to me you would understand).  There was an added bonus to all this Steve got great pleasure from my predicament (I guess the look on my face was priceless) and I got another great story to share from another big event.  Let’s hope this is the one and only time this happens I’m just glad he had a clean diaper!!!
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS:

To
NANCY KEENAN                             NOV. 1
RIDGE BOUGENOY                          NOV. 2
PATRICIA TREGURTHA                    NOV. 8

SHERYL DEGREGORIO                     NOV. 9
MARY ANN KENNE                          NOV. 9
BOB GRUSZCZYNSKI                       NOV. 12

RICHARD DEKEYSER                       NOV. 13
JONI GRUSZCZYNSKI                       NOV. 13

JOE LYNCH                                     NOV. 13
STEPHAN SULLIVAN                       NOV. 15

JACOB PASEK                                NOV. 17

JANET ONDERCHANIN                    NOV. 19

FRED GORLITZ                               NOV. 20
DIANE ARQUETTE                          NOV. 22

ROBERT GONZALEZ JR                    NOV. 24

ARIANA PASEK                              NOV. 25
DORTHY MUELLER                          NOV. 28
KATHY WAGNER                             NOV. 30

Bits from Baby 
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It's herel ZuPreem Natural Premium Daily Bird Food has
more of the whole grains, vegetables and fruit both you and
your bird are looking for. You will love that ZuPreem
Natural offers complete nutrition in every bite. Available in

four nugget sizes. ZuPreem is recommended by veterinarians
and fed by top breeders. Made in the USA.

FORTIFIED WITH
VITAMINS & MINERALS

Be the first to try the NEW ZuPreem Natural Premium Daily Bird Food!

Visit your local Pet Specialty store or check out ZuPreem com/nhew for more information

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutritional Products, Inc. All rights reserved. © 2011
Premium Nutritional Products





Howdy all my Rainbow Feathered Friends, this your roving reporter Baby with the latest and greatest club news. 

The September meeting had sixty-eight people and thirty-four birds. Sixty-one were club members and seven guests. One of the guest’s is now a new member of our flock. The feathered members were nine Cockatoos, five African Grays, four Macaws plus fifteen other types of Parrots.

As always the meeting was great and with lots of food and conversation. One thing that we feathered members like is we get to eat some very good food at the meeting. 

Sept. 27th and 28th at The Guardians for Animals Pet Expo in Madison Place, our resident ham Captain Morgan took FIRST PLACE in the talent contest. Good Job Captain! 

October looks like another one of our busiest months with nine shows and one Fund Raiser. These shows are a lot of fun for all of us and I’d like to thank everyone for their help at these programs. 

On a very sad note I’d like to say good bye to my cage neighbor Charlie who crossed over the Rainbow Bridge last month. We all LOVED YOU AND WE'LL ALL MISS YOU.

 

 

Till next we meet in October at the Meeting, 

                           Your friend Baby,  >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< 
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Ramblings from

Rambo
Well friends, September, was certainly an exciting, and busy month.  I lost track of how many Senior shows, Pet Fairs, and other things we did this month.  I’m aware of only one that I missed.  Michael was so busy that week, he mixed up his days.  I don’t even know where to start to tell you about my adventures.  My poor little (though superior) mind is all a spin.  I had TOO MUCH FUN IN September. Looking back at Michael’s appointment book, I see 13 days we went to something.  We did not attend the senior show in Lapeer, Michigan.  Daddy told Miss Tammy, with all the other event coming up later in the month; he cannot afford the gas for that one.

Now normally I write my column early in the month.  This time I’m writing it on the last day of September.  It seems I have not been home enough to rest my little mind.  I’ve been too tired to think.  I also wanted to see what happens during the latter part of the month.  I wanted to be able to tell you about any adventures, later in the month.

Actually a good thing I waited to write this.  Some interesting things happened.  First, the Critter fair in Redford was a real dud.  The weather was cold. It was so cold I didn’t get to go; neither did JB, or Sparky.  But a few of us did show up.  Celeste brought Tuna, and the Dixons brought Mr. Finnegan.  I can’t remember if any other of us birdies brought our humans that day.  The next day we went to Walled Lake.  This one was very good.  Here we had some real excitement. The weather was a little chilly, but nothing like the day before.  We had a great spot for our tent.  We were up on a hill, near the road, facing the lake.  Being a little chilly, I snuggled with Daddy, most of the time.

I see I’m getting wordy.  Just a little more, bear with me

Michael desperately wants to get me a play mate.  So he has been testing me around other birds.  I get along great with Jeff’s Noble’s Macaw.  I let Maggie, the big Cockatoo; sit on Daddy’s shoulder with me.  We have a picture to prove it.  Mr. Finnegan, not so well.  I chased him off Michael’s other shoulder.  Probably because he’s green like me.  And at Guardians for Animals show.  Michael sat me down next to a kitten, no big deal.  I could have eaten that cat if I wanted to.  But he was cool.  Not bad for one of them.

Anyways, it was a great month.  And tomorrow I’m off to another show.  I better rest today. 
Until next time, have Fun
(Try to) Be good and remember 

                                                Macaws Rule, 
                                                         Rambo.

[image: image29.jpg]“ F——'
S
\ _——



UP COMING 
EVENTS

As of

Oct. 17th 2014
Oct.17th            Senior Show

                          Glacier Hills

        Senior Living Community 3rd floor

                      1200 Earhart Rd.

                      Ann Arbor, MI 48105

                         9:00am  Set-up

                         10:00 am Show

Oct. 21st          Senior Show

                 Presbyterian Village

                 In the Rose Cottage

              32111 Cherryhill Rd.

             Westland, MI 48186

                  2:00 PM Set-up

                 3:00PM Show

Oct.24th         School Show

           Shrine Catholic Grade School

               1621 Linwood Ave.

               Royal Oak, MI 48067

                 8:30 AM Set-up

                 9:00AM Show

Oct. 25th    Fund Raiser for our Club

                       Family Video

                 2571 Coolidge Hwy. 

                  Berkley, MI 48072

                   3:00 PM

                       To

                   7:00 PM

Oct. 29th            Senior Show

                          Abbey Park

                    28413 Abbey Lane

                 New Hudson, MI 48165

                      12:30PM Set-up

                       1:30PM Show

Nov. 1st       Senior Educational Program

                       Independence Village

                           of  Frakenmuth

                           255 Mayer Road

                         Frakenmuth, MI 48734

                         12:00 noon set-up

                         1:00 PM show

Nov.4th              Senior Show

               Village Manor in Heartland

          9501 West Highland Road (M-59)

                     Howell, MI 48843

                         12:15 PM Set-up

                            1:15 Show

Nov.5th        School Show

              Rainbow Elementary

                 33749 Wurfel

            Clinton Township, MI 48035

                  Noon Set-up

                 1:00PM show

PET EXPO
Nov. 21st               Noon to 8pm

Nov. 22nd               10am to 8pm

Nov. 23rd               11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 20th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

Dec.7th         Senior Show

                  American House

             24400 Middle belt Rd.

          Farmington Hills, MI 48366
                    2:00 PM set-up

                    3:00 PM show

      *****2015*****

May 5th           Educational Show

              AARP Meeting at Wayne County
                          Community College
                         in the Ray Mix Room

                            21000 Northline

                             Taylor, MI 48180

                            11:30 AM   Set-up

                            12:30 PM  Show
****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *
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       CAPTAINS 
       CORNER

Strike one for the birds we have made our mark and those slobbery dogs can take that to the bank!  I won the talent contest at the Guardians for Animals Pet Expo can you believe it.  I think that J.B. got robbed he should have come in at least second if not first.  No some dogs with their big puppy eyes steamrolled over the judges.  Maybe if J.B. learned to slobber then he might have a chance to win.  Why do dogs get all the glory when we are truly the most intelligent on the planet?  We are even smarter than our pet humans but don’t tell them that we like to think that they are the smart ones.  None the less, I still think that J.B. got a dirty deal but we have shown them we are here and we will not go away.  So guys it is time to show the dogs and cats that our time is now no more will they dominate these shows it is time for feathers instead of fur.  Raise your wings in unity and show the world we have arrived and we are here to stay so watch out dogs and cats we’re coming after you!!!!!

                                                  Cheers

                                           Captain Morgan
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Five methods for converting your bird to a healthier diet.

                           By ZuPreem Staff

For years, companion birds have been fed a diet comprised primarily of seeds.  However, new research shows a diet with a high percentage of seeds does not provide even the minimum nutrient levels your bird requires.  Because seeds are not consistent in nutrient levels, many seeds are deficient in calcium and have excess levels of fat.  A diet high in seeds may lead to obesity and other nutritionally related diseases.  Avian nutritionists recommend a diet like ZuPreem® Avian Maintenance™ should make up at least 85 percent of an adult Bird’s meal.  If your bird currently eats primarily seeds, you may want to consider switching to a diet that ensures the proper consumption of nutrients and will promote a healthier longer life for your bird.

Which method is best for you and your bird?

There are many methods for converting your bird to a new diet, and your avian veterinarian can help you decide which method may work best for you and your bird.

1. Interval feeding

For 20-30 minutes three times a day, offer 50% seeds along with 50% new diet in the same bowl.  The bowl should only be 1/4 full using this method. Remove all uneaten food from the cage after each feeding and check to see how much of the old and the new diet the bird is eating.  If the bird is eating some of the new diet, reduce the amount of seed and increase the amount of the new diet at each feeding until you are feeding only the new diet.  This method assures your bird will not starve, but should still be hungry enough to begin experimenting with the new food.  This process may take several days or several weeks, depending on your bird.

2.Ten-day gradual method

Over a 10-day period, fill the food dish 1/4 full several times a day maintaining the following proportions of the old and the new diet.

3. Remove seeds until later in the day

Starting at bedtime, remove all seeds. In the morning, put fresh portions of the new diet in the cup. Leave the new diet in the cage until mid- to late afternoon.  Then feed the bird’s previous diet for the rest of the day.  Repeat this process for several days or until the bird is consuming the new diet. Then offer only the new diet at all feedings.

4. Back and forth method

Starting at night, remove all food from the cage. In the morning, put the new diet in the food cup. Let the bird experiment with the new food, perhaps sampling one or two nuggets. Then after an hour, remove the nuggets and feed the old diet. Repeat the process throughout the day—new food for an hour, then the old diet.  During the next 4-5 days, repeat the process but lengthen the time the new diet is in the cage, before offering the old diet. During the following week, keep extending the time the new diet is in the food cup, until you eliminate the old diet altogether.  

5.Total new diet

In the wild, birds often do not have options. They eat seeds one season, fruits the next, consuming what is available.  Many authorities believe that 
some birds are able to make an abrupt transition because they recognize the new unfamiliar shapes as food and adapt relatively easily.  Great care should be taken to confirm that your bird is eating enough of the new diet to maintain weight.

Day                        Old Diet               New Diet

Day 1                      90%                          10%   
Day 2                      80%                          20%

Day 3                      70%                          30%

Day 4                       60%                         40%

Day 5                       50%                         50%

Day 6                       40%                         60%

Day 7                       30%                         70%

Day 8                       20%                         80%

Day 9                       10%                         90%

Day 10                     00%                        100%

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

	FASHIONISTA WEAR
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry

Anything Parrot-ly

Custom Parrot Accessories 

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes

 or anything else you might think of

Text, Message or Call me and ask

If I can make it I will
                         Lanah Harris

                         1- 734-502-3751             



ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

	BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING

SERVICE
Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house.

For more information on rates and care specifics contact by phone or e-mail

Susan Dixon

                       1-248-330-6938

            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   

          


SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489

                        [image: image15.wmf]
	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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